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The word interfere is defined by the Merriam-Webster dictionary thus: 
1 : to enter into or take a part in the concerns of others 
2 : to interpose in a way that hinders or impedes : come into collision or be in opposition 
To interpose: 
b : to put (oneself) between : intrude 
In other words, twitter’s new retweet function meets the definition of election interference (from Ny Post): 


...users who hit the retweet button on a tweet will be taken to a screen where they can add 
commentary to their retweet. Users can skip the commentary, but that will lead to extra steps to finalize 
the retweet. 


As | mentioned on twitter, zero people asked for this to happen. It was so random and screwed so many 
people up thinking there was a glitch. Twitter explained why they did this: 
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“We hope it will encourage everyone to not only consider why they are amplifying a tweet, but also 
increase the likelihood that people add their own thoughts, reactions and perspectives to the 
conversation,” Twitter said in its post. 


The reason they are doing this right before an election is explained by the title of the official blog announcing 
this rollout: Additional steps we’re taking ahead of the 2020 US Election! Taking steps before an election is 
code for actively messing with people’s head. Twitter is making their site wonkier. While | don’t really oppose 
this new function specifically, although there are others that would be better, like an edit button, it’s the fact 
that they tie this to the election. 


A private company which has a monopoly on world-wide microblogging is dictating the rules of this election. 
They are concerning themselves with things that do not concern them, namely, a platform is acting as a 
publisher. And sadly, they will get away with it. It is not the business of a social media company to make sure 
tweets are accurate or stories are factchecked; that is the job of journalists and newspapers. 
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